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Mr. Hillenbrand opened the meeting by posing for dlaeueelen the «. 
tlon of a report~To"NATD on the activities of the Working Group. Lord Hood 
•aid that he suppoeed the Group did have an obllgar.ion to make periodic 
reports but the Interval of these reports had not been established, 
Mr. Krapf said that judging on the basis of paat NATO experience, it would 
not be neeeooary to make a report until actual progrese wade by the Working 
Oroup justified such a report. Mr. Winkler suggested that the Oroup did 
not yet have anything of substanee to report. Mr. Hillenbrand noted that 
the Working Oroup faced a dilemma In this regard In that the really sub* 
stantive stage of its work would come later on, while on the other hand if 
NATO did not receive regular reports of activities there night be a feeling 
that the powers participating in the Working Oroup were not living up to 
their obligations to inform and consult with NATO., Lord Hood agreed with 
the suggestion froa Mr. Hillenbrand that the U«,S., aide prepare a draft report 
to NATO tor discussion at the next meeting of the Working Oroup intended 
for possible submission to NATO for th« MAC meeting of February 16. Lord Hood 
suggested that the Working Oroup participant* query their respective NATO 
Permanent Representative* for an opinion as to how frequently NATO would 
expect reports from the Working Group., M r« Hillenbrand noted that it would 
be desirable if we could make clear to NXto thai, owing to the fast that 
Germany and ferlln was only one phase of the preparations for the summit, 
much of the determination of summit tactics would have to await the results 
of discussion on disarmament and East-West relatione, the heaviest work of 
the Working Group would take place at a later phase of the preparations so 
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that there would probably not ba nueh progrees in the aarliar atafaa to 
Incorporate is reports to NATO If they had to ba parlodle u 

Mr« Hillenbrand said ha would lika to review tha discussion of tha paat 
three meetings to determine what papers should ba written and what aeslgnmenta 
carried out by tha Working Qroup In tha immediate future* Ha aald tha firat 
itan waa a raviaw of tha Weatern Paaee Plan and suggested that if any of 
tha partieipanta had thoughts on thia subject thay eould develop thaai at tha 
next aaatlng of tha Working Qroupo Our faallng waa that thara waa littla 
gain to be made through improvement of the form or atyla of tha Woetern Paaee 
Plan which, after all, had been the result of lengthy negotiation and discus- 
sion laat year with compromises from all sldss, ao that tha only ohangea 
which had a logical place would be those of substance, though wa had no 
proposals en substanoa at thia point » Lord Hood aaid the U.K, approach waa 
broadly tha same and that tha U.E, had no "bright ideas" to add to tha Peace 
Plan which was a good docuaent as it stood, Mr Krapf aald that his view 
waa the seme« Mr. Hillenbrand auggeated that the working Qroup' a writtan 
report to NATO night lnfora NATO that no propoaala for revision of tha Peace 
Plan had bean aada in the course of a preliminary review of tha Peace Plan, 
but that the Working Qroup would, of course, be interested in any thoughts 
which tha other NATO countries might have on this subject, Mr. Winkler aald 
tha Peace Plan waa a etanding document of historical record aetting forth 
tha Western position and that there was no reaaon to change it Mr. Hillenbrand 
said that the Peace Plan theoretically waa open to change if thia were 
agreed to be desirable, just aa the Peace Plan iteelf represented a modifi- 
cation of tha Weatern poaitlon on German unity as of Oenova 19$$ B but such 
changea did not seem desirable at the present point* 

Mr. Hillenbrand said the French paper brought before the Qroup con- 
taining tne idea or presenting principles or requirements for a Berlin 
solution reflected a valuable approach in the light of the llmitationa of 
time at tha summit* He asked the other partieipanta to give final views 
en the French paper at the next meeting* 

With regard to the papers tabled by the German delegation, Mr. Hillenbrand 
asked if ths Oermens would be prepared to respond to the questions the UoS» 
had aaked about their underlying assumptions* Hr» Hillenbrand also asked 
if othsr partieipanta had eemmente on the Oerman paper, it waa true that 
we would have to wait for the final tactlea paper on Oemeny and Berlin for 
further results from the Disarmament and Eaat-Weet Relatione Working Qroupe* 
but the Working Qroup might conaider moving ahead now to prepare a draft 
of underlying assumptions on Western tactics on Berlin. Lord Hood commented 
that the Foreign Office had been much in favor of the idea of first formu- 
lating Weatern requirements for a Birlin solution and then etudylng and 
enumerating ways of meeting then. Once the raquiremente had bean formulated 
and agreed upon. It might be possibls to meet then in various ways. Mr. tropf 
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aald that the approach deocrlbed by Lord Hood appealed to him oinee with 
It thara vaa no neceselty to formulate a alnlmm Weatern poaltlon which than 
might become known to tha press* Lord Hood aald tha Working Croup's taak 
vaa to oonaidar a numbar of possibilities. The Foreign Mlnlatara* meeting 
In April could than eliminate eartaln of thaaa poaalbllitlaa and give the 
grottp Inetruetlene for lta further work Mr* Hillenbrand noted that tha 
Working Group ehould feel itaelf able to consider various poaalbllitlaa area 
If they were unorthodox in teraa of the Groupie preaent thlnklngo Lord Hood 
screed* 

Mr* Hillenbrand aald that wa would walcoaa coiaaanta on tha V*3» piebie- 
cite proposal* IT agreed that It vaa useful, It could then be worked Into 
the final German taetlea paper* The plebiaclte propoaal waa adelttadly only 
a tactical maneuver alnee SoTiet rejection must be expected* 

Mtc Hillenbrand a eked if the Oerraana would be ready to produce a paper 
deeeriblng in detail exlatlng political and economic llnka between tha 
Federal Republic and Meet Berlin,, Mr, Krapf aald that auoh a paper would 
be produced., He noted that another paper prepared by the German Foreign 
Office which had received a certain amount of newspaper comment would be 
tranamitted today* He aald the preaent paper wae merely a collection of 
hiatorleal and current information whose purpose vaa merely to give a beek~ 
ground eynopaia for tha use of the Western participants at tha summit. It 
did not, as had bean maintained in newepaper commentary* claim any epeelal 
veto right for the Federal Republic* 

Hto Hillenbrand noted that Mr* Laloy had suggested a paper on possible 
forms of Soviet harassment of Berlin. He requested that the French Foreign 
Office be asked if it wished to prepare a draft of such a paper* Mr, Winkler 
noted that what Mr* Laloy nay have been referring to vaa the subject or 
Weetern contingency planning* 

Mr» Hillenbrand aald that Mr* Laloy had alao suggested that tha Working 
Group obtain an appraisal of tha required strength of Weetern garriaena in 
Ebrlln, not only from the military but alao from the public aafety point of 
vlevo He suggested that the Working Oroup participante obtain thia evalua- 
tion through their own ehanneloe 



Mr* Hillenbrand aald that the U*3 fl papers on the Japanese paaaa treaty 
and net-nan elections might be considered as background papere for the 
summit meeting unless corrected or amended by suggestions of other pertloipmte 
and later used as potential briefing material for the summit participants 
should the Soviets bring up the subject matter » Mr» Logan mentioned the 
previous suggestion of Mr* Laloy concerning a rebuUal point baaed on Soviet 
control over two Japaneee Inlands* Mr* Hillenbrand said that perhaps It 
would be useful to note in the paper on the Japanese peace treaty with regard 
to the Soviet deelrc to conclude a separate peace treaty with the East Zone 
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' Germany that the U.S. had not even mentioned the Sovlot-adminiatered 
paneee Xaland of Sakhalin in the peace treaty with Japan* One eight 



of ( 

Japaiioee 3 

argue that thia waa a more appropriate analogy with the Berlin situation. 

Mr. HlUenbrend noted that the U.S. aide had dlatributed eoplea of the 
Secretary 1 a proposal of May 26, \9$9 for a unified administration of greater 
ftrlin aa a device for drawing Working Group attention to thia subject. 
If, aa Mr. Laloy had earlier proposed, the Western powers placed more emphasis 
on a aolutlon valid for all of ftrlln, it would be necessary to Modify the 
Rerter peper to romnis the refereneea to the Western Peace Piano 

Mr, Krapf aald that his Government waa in favor of thia approach bat 
that Article 1 of the Herter proposal^ which roentlona a nixed German com- 
mission, ahould be oaitted ainee this proposal waa advanced aa part of a 
plan for reunification and should not be included if a ftrlln aolutlon waa * 
be negotiated In isolation,, Mr* Hillenbrand eaid the U.S. side would under- 
take to eliainate this propoaal and ail other connection with the Peace Flan 
from the propoaal. It waa dear that this proposal waa non-negotiable but 
it adght have taetleal nerlta. Mr. Winkler said that the French side felt 
that the Weetern Peace Plan waa extremely Temples and difficult to understand 
for the general public but that it would be possible to put forth a propoaal 
on an all- Berlin aolutlon which would be much clearer and aora easily under- 
stood tflr the public and which would also contain a greater degree of 
reciprocity of concessions fro* both sides. Mr. Hillenbra n d said that ftrlln 
public opinion waa originally cool towards this proposal but that the 
objections which had been raised did not appear serious. Mr. Krapf agreed 
and suggested a minor amendment of the propoaal to include a paragraph 
giving the right to the all- Berlin City Government to take over lsws from 
other parts of Germany and to apply them in Birlln. Mr. Hillenbrand noted 
that there had been a ahift In empheais in recent Soviet propaganda on Birlln 
which now stressed an attack on the relationship between Birlln and the 
federal Republic. Re noted that the Weetern problem waa in part that there 
waa no agreed version of thia relationship. Ihe relationship had developed 
not on the basis of logic but in order to meet ad hoc requireeente 

Lord Rood asked if the German side would be ready in the future to 
amplify a point in one of the German papers regarding the desirability of 
underetendlng Improvements in communications between Birlln and Western 
Oermany. Mr. Krapf said ths German side would be willing to do so. One 
thing ws mignt ask 'for would be simplification of procedures at the Zonal 
border on auch matters] aa automobile papers. It could be demonstrated, for 
example, that it was fsr easier to orosa the bordere of any Western Kurepean 
country, including the Federal Republic, than to go to Birlln. Mr. Krapf 
noted that thia approach waa Intended in the tactical eenae and might . 
gain greater public understanding for the Western position. Mr. Hillenbrand 
noted that it was highly unlikely that the Sovleta would in rest agree to 
such improvementeo Re aaked if there were other areas of study which the 
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Working Group might go into. 

Mr« Krapf noted that the Federal Republic was la complete agreement 
with the Idea of a plebiscite as suggested by the U«S« but definitely preferred 
the first set of questions contained in the American paper* Lord Hood asked 
vhat we would do if the Soviets asked embarrassing counter-questions,," 
Mr, Hillenbrand said that this was quite poasiblso Por example, they might 
ask whether the German people favored burning of nuclear area in Clemen 
terrltorjo The Germany and fbrlln taotice paper should suggest ways of hand- 
ling this situation if the plebiscite proposal were included in the paper « 
It would be desirable for the working Group to examine this possibility and 
work out lines of rebuttal for inclusion in the tactics paper,, 

Mr. Krapf asked if it would be desirable to combine the Working Group* e 
earlier caper on Soviet Intentions with the more recent German paper on this 
same subject,, Mr. Hillenbrand said that work on this could beat be dons by 
a one- or two-man editorial subcommittee,, 

Mr. Hillenbrand concluded by noting that the Working droop would have 
to be continued at a rather alow pace a Die basis of the Western position 
had already been laid In the preparations for and during the Geneva Conference 
in X9S9f an Important task of the Group would be to prepare a basic paper 
on tactics* For various reasons which were understood by members of the 
Group, it was too early to begin serious work on this paper* On the other 
hand* it would be deeireMe for the Group to meet at least once a week so 
that the press would not get en incorrect impression of complacency or 
disinterest from the Woetem powers on the Berlin question,. It was agreed 
that the Oroup should meet again on or about February U. 
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